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Pre-War

1.   LORDS VERSUS COMMONS, I906-II

IN 1906 we are within eight years of the first great war, and as
we look back to-day it looks as if throughout those eight years
the war was inevitably approaching nearer and nearer. But to
the great mass of British people, including a majority of the
politicians, this was not apparent. We had never been at war
with Germany and were unable to see that she had any good
ground for quarrelling with us, or indeed with any of her neigh-
bours, since she was enjoying immense prosperity. Our long
'isolation5 had rendered us unaccustomed to take any serious
interest in continental politics and real knowledge of such matters
was confined to specialists in the foreign office and elsewhere.
There were, during these eight years, occasional spasms of
tension and alarm, as will be shown, but they died down almost
as quickly as they arose. Our attention was concentrated on our
domestic affairs and it so happened that, as the war came silently
nearer, these domestic affairs grew more and more noisy and
exciting. In all these respects the pre-war years, 1906-14, were
very unlike the pre-war years 1933-9.

The Liberal Government Sir Henry CampbeU-Bannerman,
the prime minister of the Liberal government which won so
sweeping a victory in the election of January 1906, was an elderly
and genial Scotsman. He had been elected leader seven years
before when the party was at a low ebb, but he had never been
regarded as a first-rate man, comparable with any of the previous
prime ministers mentioned in this book. Actually, he did better
than any one expected. He died in 1908 and was succeeded by
Asquith, a very able barrister of middle-class Yorkshire origin.
Asquith was prime minister for a longer consecutive period
(1908-16) than any predecessor since Lord Liverpool (1812-27)3
and it may be safely said that no prime minister ever had so
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